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Dear Brothers, Sisters and co-laborers in the Great Commission  
  
 Shalom! “The Joy of the Lord is our Strength” Nehemiah 8:10. This powerful word of God found in the book of 
Nehemiah strengthens us through out our mission trip to the South Sudan via Britain and Uganda. We have just 
returned from a 3 week long mission trip to the South Sudan. We arrived here on Friday afternoon on November 
27.  We want to express our gratitude to Kevin and Melissa Rousseau for picking us up from the Logan airport in 
Boston. Despites some of the rough and rugged situation we met on the ground, everything went well according to 
God’s plan. Thank God for your prayers and support.  It has been the Hand of God through your participation in 
good works that enable us to accomplish this long anticipated historic Mission trip to the South Sudan.  We have 
seen the provision of God and protection over our lives as we spent 3 weeks ministering God’s word to His flock in 
Borongole, Beth Israel and Kerepi community in Pageri Payam, Eastern Equatoria State of the South Sudan. All of 
us arrived healthy and left healthy with much work accomplished. We have no regret what so ever to What ever 
was not accomplished on this trip. We give God the Glory for what has been accomplished and what has not been 
accomplished. This is His work and we are his workmanship. Upon our arrival at ONMI Mission center in 
Borongole, we got warm and jubilant reception from families and community who intercepted us half a mile way 
from the mission center.  
  
In all of this, the highlight of the mission trip was summed up on November 22 at the Nile Beth Israel Messianic 
Congregation as we participated and conducted baptism by emersion in Eyibi River of 58 repentant souls, officiated 
over 4 marriages, dedicated 27 children to the Lord and part took communion with almost a thousand people in the 
Sunday service.  We distributed 250 copies of the Pocket Gideon New Testaments, 58 books “ Growing in Maturity 
“ a discipleship book by Messianic Jewish author, Dr. Daniel Juster, 300 wooden crosses a contribution , and 200 
fix tune solar receivers from Galcom International. We are very grateful for the indigenous leadership of the 
congregation vested in Pastor Michael Levi. Seeing the work of God in His life, family and as a pastor is a vision 
and dream of Operation Nehemiah coming to pass 
 NB, we are still sorting through different pictures pertaining to different projects within ONMI. Just look out for the 
next one when it becomes available.  
 
 In His grace 
 
William Levi,  
President and Founder, Operation Nehemiah Missions  
Po Box 563 Lanesborough, MA 01237  
www.operationsnehemiah.org 
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This is how the trip unfolded… 

 
 
Our mission trip began here in front of our home in Lanesborough, MA on November 9, It includes Hannah, I, our 
five children, Jamie and Melinda Wackerbarth (a Mother and a son team)  
 
 

 
Kevin Rousseau, ONMI’s Board elder graciously offers to bring our entire luggage to the airport in his 
truck.  
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Kevin Rousseau, Robert Kirkman and Kenneth MacAlpine led us in prayers and saw us off to Logan 
airport in Boston.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
A number of family members and friends (the Hillmans drove all the way from Maine) saw us off to  
The Airport in Boston.  



 4 

 
 
At the run way in Heathrow airport in London, we are boarding British airway bound for Entebbe, 
Uganda on our way to the South Sudan.  

 
 
10 PM on November 10, in Entebbe airport, Uganda. We are waiting for Luggage 
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At Central Inn Hotel Inn, Entebbe, we met Rev. Michael Levi and his team. They came all the way from  
The South Sudan to receive us from the airport. The big journey is yet looming ahead.  

 
We are having breakfast in the front yard of the Central Inn, Entebbe. We are just about to leave behind  
This temporary comfort zone.   
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 The children are enjoying the comfort of the Hotel’s yard before the long Journey.  
 

 
 
These are pioneers.  They dare to explore the unknown by faith in God that all will go well with them. 
 Our rugged women and children are waiting for their ride bound for the South Sudan:  Lynne, Hannah and 
the children are ready to climb on the truck.  These women and children are strong and resilient. They are ready to 
embark with us on 300 miles expeditionary trip to the South Sudan riding in the back of a rugged military truck 
rumbling through the bumpy, rough and dusty road of Uganda and the South Sudan. None of them want to sit in 
the front seat of the truck.  
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 Jamie exploring the back yard of Central Inn in Entebbe before leaving for the South Sudan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Here is our transport to the South Sudan... Thank God for Clark Truck International of Poca, WV for this 
precious donation to Operation Nehemiah in 2007.  
 
 

 
At gas station in Kampala.  At 4 AM November 13. We are preparing to beat the  
City traffic on our way to the South Sudan.  
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 The team has assembled. From Sudanese side, Pastor Michael Levi, His son James, engineer Simon Damani and 
Karim, the Ugandan veteran driver of this truck are now escorting us  to ONMI Mission headquarters. . 
 
 
 
 

 
 Engineer David and his wife Judith, their three children and Beatrice, their nanny, joined us on the expedition trip.  
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In Bibia Ugandan border with the South Sudan, Engineer David Firth, Hannah and Lynne in front of the passport 
office.  We were waiting for custom authority to go through our passports. 
 

 
 
Bibia Custom, Uganda. We are preparing to board the truck for the final leg of our journey  
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Hannah Is handing Yehudah to me  

 
 Hannah lifted her self in to the truck. I’m so proud of her.  
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Mrs. Lynne Wackerbarth lifted herself up into the truck too.  
 

 
 
Nechemyah is already in the truck helping other while Jemimah is making her way in as Richard is 
reaching out to her. 
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Abijah Levi and Darian Firth are making their way into the truck.  
 
 
 
 

 
 At the Bibia Uganda Custom, we arrived at 1 AM on November 14 and spent a night at my sister 
Rebecca house. She is seen holding Hadassah. My nephew Dr. Luka Benson gave up his bed for the 
children to take a rest for the short period we were there. This is the first time my sister was meeting 
Hannah and the children. 
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Abijah walking by  the big truck 
 
 
 

 
We are just about to cross the border into the South Sudan.  
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Tire problems – three times we have breakdown.  

 
 Life in the truck 
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Life in the truck  
 
 

 
 
Out there I caught up with my dear brother and friend, Pastor Al Santana (Center) of the church of God 
based in West New York, NJ.  He came from the USA and waited for me at airport in Entebbe.  He and 
his Ugandan and Sudanese team of pastors joined us on the trip to the South Sudan. We thank God for 
this because we were able to share our resources as co-laborers in the Great Commission.  We were 
blessed when he requested that the truck can help bring his building materials to build a church in Opari, a 
small town  15 miles east of us where I went to School  in the midst 70s  
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Life in the truck  

 
 
Life in the truck. 
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Lynne is seen here with the Levites and the Firth’s children. She was so handy each time Hannah needed 
her support. 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, our vehicle arrived at its final destination in Borongole to a jubilant reception  
 Of warm crowd families and friends 
 

 
 
 



 18 

Road signs and direction to ONMI Mission center are clearly marked. You can’t miss it.  
 
 

.  
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The Nile Beth Israel Messianic Congregation…  
 
 

 
 
Church pews made it in one piece from the Berkshires to the South Sudan..  
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 Abijah is greeting all the children.  
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 Nechemyah is greeting all the children 
 

 
 
My eldest sister Angela Koricha Nyika rushed to welcome us with open arm.  
 
\\ 
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 Hannah and the children meets some of my sisters, nieces and nephews 

 
 Hannah is greeted by Angela, the eldest of my sisters and brothers.  
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Sunday Service November 15 after service at the Nile Beth Israel Messianic Congregation.  

 
 
Pastor Michael Levi and engineer David Firth in Line, greeting congregants  
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William and Hannah  meet with ONMI’s key leadership team on the ground.  
 

  
Hannah and I are meeting with four of my sisters Miriam, Rebecca, Rose and Jemimah  
and some of their children. 
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Baptism at the Nile Beth Israel Messianic Congregation  

 
 
 

 
Pastor Michael and William address the church before they go the river side for Baptism 
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The congregation listens   
 

 
 People are happily walking down to the river to witness baptism of  
58 people.  
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 Yehudah is enjoying ride on my back as we go to the river to conduct baptism.  
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He really likes watching everything that was going on.  
 

 
 
Congregation is waiting and people are give testimony of their lives how they came to know Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. 
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Abijah and Nechemyah are getting ready for Baptism. For three months while in the States, Papa went 
over with them over what Baptism is about according to the Scripture. They each have accepted Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior  
 

 
Pastor Michael Levi, Green vest is just about to go into the water.  
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 John Linya is giving testimony of his life  
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Baptism is now moving on high gear – 58 people are to be baptized, Pastor Michael Levi, Pastor David 
Abirigo and I are responsible for conducting this Baptism.  
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 35 
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 Abijah and Nechemyah are making their way to the water  
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Abijah is now being Baptized in the name of the father, Son and the Holy Ghostt.  
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 Nechemyah us next- He too accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior an being Baptized in the name of the 
father, son and the Holy Ghost.  
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The  Communion  
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Babies  dedication:  Pastor Michael Levi dedicated 27 children to the Lord   
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Wedding ceremonies for four couples  
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 Hannah Presented each of the bride with a gift 
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William, Abijah and Nechemyah are distributing 200 Gideon pocket Bibles, 50 growing in Maturity by 
Daniel Juster and over 200 wooden crosses to those who were baptized 
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 Our Missionary team has been presented with a gift of two big cocks given by the women of the Good 
News of the Nile Beth Israel Messianic Congregation.  
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 Final day with our brothers and sisters was marked by joy and peace as we take of for the USA.  
 
 
Please stay tune for the next set of pictures report on Radio Broadcasting tower and the agriculture 
development. 
 


