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Dear Beloved in Christ,  
  
 Shalom! “The Joy of the Lord is our 
Strength” Nehemiah 8:10. This 
powerful word was with us throughout 
our three week mission trip to the 
South Sudan. In the providence Of 
God, we arrived home safely 
on Friday. November 27th.  In spite of 
often rough and rugged situations in 
the field, everything went well and 
according to God’s perfect plan. We 
thank God for your prayers and 
support.  We give God the Glory for 
what has been accomplished.  
 
 

Arrival : Upon our arrival at our 
Mission center in Borongole, we were 
blessed with a jubilant reception from 
the community, which began a mile 
way from the center! There was much 
singing, dancing, and rejoicing as 
Hannah and our children were 
greeted by their extended family in 
the land were I was raised 
 
We enjoyed the beautiful environment 
and the fresh, clean air. The children 
had a wonderful time with their 
cousins, learning to haul water, tend 
goats, and speak the local language. 
Hannah spent her time with the 
young mothers, treating ear infections 
and helping with daily life in the 
village. She was also able to help in 
the clinic with organizing medicine 
and furniture.  
 Mrs. Melinda Wackerbarth’s 
presence on this trip was an 
immeasurable blessing, as she 
tenderly cared for our children and 
tirelessly kept the mission kitchen 
operational, among many other 

essential tasks. Her diligence in picture taking and creative handwork was an 
encouragement to many.  
   We found the Borongole community to be hospitable and generous. The 
people brought us numerous gifts of chickens and pigeons, in addition to  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cooking feasts for us each evening. We were overwhelmed by their kindness 
to us, and see their generosity as a sign of real progress taking place 
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Church Life:   The 
highlight of the trip took place 
on Sunday November 22 at 
the Nile Beth Israel 
Messianic Congregation. By 
God’s grace,  we conducted 
the baptism of 58 repentant 
souls, officiated  4 marriages, 
dedicated 27 children to the 
Lord, and took part in the first 
ever communion held in this 
congregation! 250 copies of 
the Pocket Gideon New 
Testaments were distributed, 
along with the discipleship 
book “Growing to maturity” 
by Dr. Daniel Jester.  
  I am so grateful for the 
indigenous leadership of the 
church vested in Pastor 
Michael Levi. Seeing the 
work of God in his life and 
family is a vision and a 
dream coming to pass. It 
takes the national pastors of 
the South Sudan to 
strengthen the work of God 
and lead the church in that 
country. Without the 
participation of local pastors 
and the local body, our work 
would be in vain.  
 
 
 
Water:  The container that 
shipped back in early 
September was delayed in 
Kenya much longer than we 
had anticipated, and did not 
arrive in Borongole until two 

days before our trip’s 
end. Since it was 
carrying many of the 
essential components for 
well drilling, Mr. Jamie 
Wackerbarth was unable 
to drill for water as 
planned. However, as 
we were waiting for the 
container to arrive, 
Jamie spent a great deal 
of his time examining the 
functionality of our 
drilling rig, and gave it a 
complete tune up so that 
it is ready to be used the 

next time. We hope to return in February, 2010 to carry out actual drilling. We 
trust that God’s timing is always perfect.  
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Gospel radio 
Broadcasting:  Currently, 
Nehemiah trumpet Call has been 
operating without a breakdown 
since January 2009!  The current 
station covers 40- 50 miles 
around. The goal of this last trip 
was to strengthen the existing 
coverage by expanding it from 40 
miles to 100 miles. We are 
hoping to reach over 1 million 
people with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ covering both South 
Sudan and northern Uganda.  
Engineer David Firth 
concentrated his efforts in 
completing the radio tower 
project on Gordon Mountain. 
With support of our local staff he 
was able to set in the security 
doors and windows of the facility 
housing the solar broadcasting 
equipment, while Jamie used his 
welding expertise to weld frames 
for mounting the solar panels. 
They also managed to bring the 
STL transmission line all the way 
to the top of the 300ft tower!  
   

Food security and 
economic development:   
It was a blessing to visit the 
ONMI’s Beth Israel Plantation, 
which is 5 miles east of our 
mission house.   Prior to our 
coming, Pastor Michael Levi and 
Okang Wilson Ezekiel, our 
agricultural coordinator had  
reported the progress they had 
made clearing and planting 50 
acres of land. Honestly, I did not 
fully understand the depth of 
what they have done until I visit 
the farm. Upon visiting the 
farmland, I was amazed to see 
what the Lord has done with the 
Land. There were acres and 
acres of cassava, Serena grains, 
sesames seeds; legumes, egg 
plants, banana trees, guava 
trees, mangoes and oranges. 
This year’s harvest will be 
enough to generate food for the 
entire number of widows and 
orphans at the Nile  
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Beth Israel Messianic Congregation, 
and the left over should be enough to 
generate thousands of dollars in cash 
if sold in Juba Markets. Our goal next 
year is to expand the plantation area 
from 50 acres to 200 acres.  
 

Nehemiah Field Clinic : In 2009 
the Nehemiah Field Clinic received 
$21 million worth of medicine from 
the International Children Fund. The 
medicine arrived in April 2009.  The 
biggest beneficiary of the supply has 
been  the Artillery Division of the 
SPLA, stationed in Moli. The field 
clinic supplied them with Cholera 

medicine when they had a 
recent out break in their 
camp. While we were in 
Borongole we had the 
privilege to meet with their 
doctor and military chief. 
They came to express their 
gratitude to Operation 
Nehemiah and ICF for the 
help they are getting from the 
ministry. They have 
scheduled the Vice President 
of the South Sudan, Dr. Riak 
Macher to visit the clinic in 
the near future. He has 
heard positive reports on the 
ministry and wants to see 
firsthand the progress taking 
place in Borongole!  
  The challenge being faced 
right now is the need for 
another full time doctor. Dr. 
Gobi Benson has resigned 
his position at the clinic in 
preparation for his upcoming 
marriage and move to 
Kampala, Uganda. Currently, 
the clinic is staffed by a 

young nurse from Kenya,  
 
Miss Felisita. She is limited 
to treating minor wounds and 
infections. Without a doctor 
on site patients with serious 
needs still have to travel to 
Nimule, which is a difficult 
journey over a rugged 
mountain pass. Our prayer is 
that God will bring medical 
workers to the clinic with 
servant’s hearts and the 
ability to perform life saving 
surgery.  

 
Container arrived:  
It was with great 
rejoicing and 
thanksgiving to God that 
the container was finally 
received in Borongole, 
two days before our 
departure for the States. 
A team was quickly 
assembled to unload its 
contents, while the entire 
community watched with 
anticipation. The women  
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and children were delighted to see all 
of the fabric, household goods, and 
clothing that was given by the body of 
Christ here in America.  
 

 
Tears of joy were 
shed as 14 church 
pews were brought 
into the near empty 
sanctuary of the 
new church 
building.  Little 
children raced 
around the mission 
center, trying out 
their new sneakers. 
Lumber was 
stacked and stored 
away for future 
building projects, 
and dozens of 
school desks were 

neatly lined up with future students sitting happily on top, watching all the 
action. The development that will come from this shipment will impact many 
lives for the glory of God.  

 
Bittersweet: Our team made 
ready to travel home on Wednesday, 
November 25th. The community 
gathered to see us off, and we said 
goodbye through tears. Our time 
spent in Borongole was precious, 
with dear friendships formed and 
family ties strengthened. The ministry 
that took place was truly life 
changing. It was a rare privilege to 
behold it.  

   
On a personal note:  “House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, 
but a prudent wife is from the LORD” Proverbs 19:14. Hannah and I were 
joined in marriage almost eight years ago now, and I can say confidently that 
she is God’s gift to me. This is increasingly evident with each passing year, 
but I was especially mindful of it on this trip. There were many aspects of this 
mission that proved challenging and difficult, from the length of travel time 
involved, to rugged road conditions, breakdowns, and soaring dry season 
temperatures in the field. Through it all, Hannah was my faithful support unit 
and encourager, ministering with me as co-heirs together of the grace of life. 
Two really are better than one.  
  
The way forward: God is at work in a special and mighty way among the 
people of New Sudan. As the light of the Gospel goes forward, it brings with it 
limitless hope and transformation.  It is a land of vast opportunity and 
immense challenges. Our ferverent prayer is for the next generation, that 
they would be mighty in the Lord and accomplish great things in His name. 
To that end, we will continue working while it is yet day, for “the night cometh 
when no man can work”.   
 
Thank you for being a part of this ministry in such a time as this.   
Shalom!  
William Levi, President, Operation Nehemiah Missions  
PO Box 563, Lanesborough MA 01237  
www.operationsnehemiah.org  
 
Phone: 413-841-1116 /888-774-1431 
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